
Session Four - Hannah 
Use this form to save your answers to the questions for discussion and later study. To read the scripture just click on it  
Read 1 Samuel 1:1-20 In this passage we read that ‘the Lord’ had closed Hannah’s womb.   
1.  What effect does this act of God have on Hannah’s life? How do you respond to the idea that God might actually 
use something hard and deeply painful to grow us and write a deeper story in our lives? 
 
 

2. First Samuel 1:6 says that Peninnah kept provoking Hannah to irritate her because she could not have children. What 
can we learn from Hannah’s response as we encounter the “Peninnahs” in our own live? 
 

3. Hannah cried out to God from a sincere, devoted, and passionate heart, totally honest with him about her desire and 
longing for a child. Share a time when you cried out to God on a deep level and he answered your prayer with a “yes”. 
What is something you have prayed for but not yet received a ‘yes’ from God? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MoyrgBDOTBQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cCfhrOoWJoE


4. Sometimes we receive what we long for, only to find that it isn’t all that we had wanted. Describe a time when you 
waited for something and once it arrived it you into another season of waiting. 
 

5. We can often spend our time and energy focusing on “there” and miss what God is doing “here”. What helps you 
focus more fully on the “here and now” and keeps you living too much in the “then and there”? How can you deepen 
your ability to recognize and respond to God’s present day by day, moment by moment? 
 

6. Hannah brought her honest emotions to God. And God heard her cries. Hannah reminds us that God does not expect 
us to “hold it together” and “be strong” all the time. Why do you think we often try to act like we have it all together? 
 



7. Amena points out, “Whatever you are waiting for, it seems like everyone else is getting that very thing!” What can 
we do to respond in a godly manner when everyone else seems to be getting the very thing we long for? 
 

8. When Hannah finally had Samuel and held him in her arms, she made a choice to give him back to God. Talk about 
a time when you knew you were called to give something up to God, but you were resistant or afraid. How did you 
respond in that situation? If you chose to surrender that something to someone, what happened as a result? 
 

9. What in your life right now do you need to give to God, and how can your group members pray for you and 
encourage you as you seek to live with open hands and a surrendered heart?  
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